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MAIN IDEA 

Kuma International is an international research centre dealing with aesthetics in the aftermath 

of war, war memories and identity, combining academic research with a platform for 

exhibition projects and community engagement.  

 

DESCRIPTION  

Kuma International is dedicated to visual arts and aesthetics in the aftermath of war and 

violence, war memories, trauma and identity from post-conflict societies, focusing mainly on 

Bosnia-Herzegovina and former Yugoslavia.  

The original approach of Kuma is the intersection between academic research and a concrete 

platform for exhibition projects and community engagement which creates a unique synergy 

between researchers, academics, curators and visual artists on one side and the local 

community on the other. 

Kuma is based on the idea of creating a safe environment for production and discussion, in 

which artists, researchers and members of the local community can connect and reflect on the 

role of art produced in the context of conflict and trauma.  

Kuma has a particular focus on the Bosnian diaspora. It gives the opportunity to Bosnian 

artists scattered all around the world to gather in Sarajevo and to be supported in their artistic 

projects.  

With a multidisciplinary perspective and interdisciplinary approach, Kuma provides a 

platform to facilitate the development and production of socially engaged art projects from 



post-conflict societies in a critical context. At the same time, it offers a forum for direct 

exchange between professionals from the region and abroad, as well as a point of interaction 

with local communities. 

Kuma promotes internationally relevant artistic production, research, and discussion in the 

Bosnian region and beyond. Kuma is based on the idea of generating and maintaining a 

context for production and discussion, in which artists, theorists, and students can connect and 

reflect on international art and societal discourses. 

 

GOALS 

Kuma welcomes researchers, academics, visual artists, photographers and filmmakers from all 

over the world. 

Kuma fosters educational programs through summer and winter schools, conferences, 

seminars and workshops. The long-term goal is to offer postgraduate courses to our students. 

Kuma hosts several studios for artists who are looking for a workspace in a professionally 

enriching environment.  

Kuma's academic, professional development and public programs aim to educate and 

empower students, artists and the local community.  

Kuma believes that engaged art offers the best possible occasion for the artists and their 

community to recover from collective and personal traumas. 

Kuma believes in the power of art and education to create positive changes in people’s 

consciousness. 

Kuma promotes and encourages dialogue and fosters civil society engagement and democratic 

participation. 

Kuma enables the transfer of knowledge between the field of art and other public spheres 

outside the art context.  

 

EDUCATION  

Kuma International will engage in different educational activities working closely with 

scholars and artists. The primary focus of Kuma's first educational step will be the post-war 

artistic production from Bosnia-Herzegovina which be analyzed in details during the first 

international summer school that will take place in Sarajevo between June 25th and July 1st, 

2018. It will do so by looking at how artists from the region have been affected by the 

political turmoil and how they have processed the war and its consequences through their art 

practice. The genocide of Bosnia-Herzegovina, which occurred between 1992-1995 radically 



transformed the aesthetics, contents, and techniques used by local artists, giving birth to new 

artistic vocabularies. Numerous artists from Bosnia-Herzegovina reflect on the traumas of war 

in their art. Studying the war and post-war Bosnian cultural production can offer valuable 

insights about the nature of conflicts, particularly in the aftermath of the Srebrenica genocide. 

It also raises important questions such as: which role can artists have in the memorialization 

of the past within the Bosnian society? Will their work prevent further genocide and mass 

violence in the region and promote reconciliation? What can art contribute to our 

understanding of war and conflict? Can the production as well as the viewing of art inspire 

non-verbal reconciliation of past atrocities?  Kuma will integrate the study of the history of art 

from the region with trauma studies. Although there is an extensive body of literature on art 

therapy practice and theory in the clinical setting, there is much less written about the 

spontaneous creation of art by individuals who have used creativity as a form of self-therapy 

concerning grieving over a loss or coping with traumatic events such as wars. Local artists are 

also contributing to a new understanding of the experience of trauma in a country where 

around 400,000 people have post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and the invisible wounds 

of war are slow to heal. Addressing contemporary visual art produced in the context of 

conflict and trauma, Kuma International's school will investigate the impact of trauma on 

local artists' aesthetics and narrative. At the same time, it will look at the phenomenon of a 

new generation of visual artists and cultural workers belonging to the Bosnian diaspora who 

in the past few years have started to come back to their country of origin out of a need of 

reconnecting to their homeland and elaborate their traumatic war experience through art. 

 

FOCUS 

 

- Aesthetics and war 

- Memory and remembrance studies 

- Trauma studies 

- Identity 

- Violence  

- Holocaust studies  

- Reconciliation  

- Diaspora 

- Community  



ACTIVITIES 

 

- Conferences 

- Workshops 

- Exhibitions  

- Artist Residencies 

- Educational programmes  

- Research network 

- Consulting 

- House publishing  

 

 

PARTNERS  

Kuma International is a partner of the WARM Foundation in Paris, France.  

We are looking for partnerships with universities and cultural institutions who share our goals 

and focuses.  

 

BIOGRAPHY 

Claudia Zini is an Italian art historian and curator, focusing her professional interests 

primarily on artistic positions that engage with war memories and identity in post-conflict 

societies such as former Yugoslavia. She is currently a PhD candidate student at the Courtauld 

Institute of Art in London with a thesis titled 'Post-War Negotiations: Art from Bosnia and 

Herzegovina in the Global Fields'. She holds a Bachelor Degree in History and Conservation 

of Art from the University of Padova, Italy (2008), a Diploma in History and Philosophy of 

Art from the Kent University, England (2008) and a Master Degree in Art History from Ca’ 

Foscari University in Venice, Italy (2011). In 2015, she obtained a Diploma in Islamic Studies 

from the University of Sarajevo. She gained her first experience as a curator of the exhibition 

‘The Imaginary Pavilion of Bosnia and Herzegovina’ in 2009 in Verona, Italy. Between 2012 

and 2013 she worked in the A plus A Gallery in Venice, curating the exhibitions of Bosnian 

artists Ibro Hasanović and Mladen Miljanović, among other projects. She lives in Sarajevo 

where she collaborates with Duplex100m2 gallery and Ars Aevi Museum of Contemporary 

Art. Her latest curatorial projects include the exhibition ‘Mevludin Ekmečić. Drawing the 

War: Bosnia 1992-1995’, presented in Sarajevo at the WARM Festival in June 2017. In 2018 



she founded Kuma International – Centre for Visual Arts from Post-Conflict Societies. She is 

the director of Kuma International.  

 

 

 

 


